In Chapter XIV of the Report, the Board summarized their general statements and conclusions under fifty-seven headings. It will only be possible here to consider some of the more important of these. Table III .)
The Board considered that the attacks of diarrhoea which occurred in June {i.e., during the second month of encampment) were due to errors of diet, etc., were not connected with the subsequent typhoid, and did not confer any immunity. The diarrhoeas of July and August (i.e., just preceding and accompanying the typhoid outbreaks) appeared to be most intimately related to the typhoid, and it is important to note that in four regiments, selected at random, the cases which had had diarrhoea in July and August were still less susceptible than those who had not had such diarrhoea. An examination of Moreover, the Board were unable to discover that there were any cases of typhoid in the houses from which the soldiers could have obtained drinks from well water.
The foregoing evidence appears to me to prove very conclusively that infected water was not an important factor in the spread of the epidemics of the 30,000 men encamped at Jacksonville, or of the 20,000 at Camp Alger; although at the latter locality there must have been constant liability to pollution of the many superficial water supplies. There is some curious evidence with regard to the influence of soil, which Dr. Childs mentioned?certainly the nature of the soil is of great importance. The soil in South Africa is almost devoid of lime, the basis of nitrifying bacteria ; the decomposition that usually goes on in the soil never seemed to cease, and disintegration is very slow ; the graveyards there actually smelt of decomposing organic matter for days and weeks and months; it was only after lime had been freely added to the soil in these graveyards that it was possible to pass through them without experiencing any unpleasant odour. I think the chemical condition of the soil has a good deal to do with the vitality of the micro-organism in the soil.
There is another point which has not been noted either in the American Report, or even in the South African Report, There are many points of great interest, which may be found summarised in the fifty-seven "general statements and conclusions" of the Report. Many of the conclusions are of great importance, and, if accepted, will considerably modify opinion with regard to the ways and channels by which typhoid infection most usually becomes diffused in encampments. The most important of all are those which relate to the diffusion of infection : (1) through the watersupply ; (2) through unrecognised cases; and (3) through personal contact. There appears to be no escape from the conclusion that, although the infection was to some extent water-borne, water was not an important factor in the spread of the epidemics. The Report proves almost to demonstration that personal infection within the tent and from adjoining tents was one of the most important factors in the spread of the epidemics in their Volunteer encampments.
